
 
Church of St. John the Evangelist       

Elora, Ontario 
Diocese of Niagara 

 

 January 2, 2022 
11:00 am 

 

Feast of Epiphany 
 



Feast of Epiphany                                                     January 2, 2022 
 

  11:00 am Modified Holy Communion (BCP) 
 

This service is live-streamed from St. John’s 
according to Diocesan guidelines (December 21) 
with not more than ten people in the building. 

We trust that you are keeping safe, grounded and connected in your faith this Christmas season.   
May you be blessed as you join us in offering our prayers and  

praises to the glory of God on the Feast of Epiphany. 
      --------------------------------------------- 
 

St. John’s church sits on the traditional unceded territories of the Attawandaron, Mississauga, 
and Haudenosaunee First Nations. These lands are covered by the Between the Lakes Treaty and 
the Haldemand land grant. These lands are also part of The Dish With One Spoon Treaty, all 
subsequent newcomers have been invited into this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship and 
respect. Today this land is home to many diverse Inuit, Metis and First Nations peoples.              

Mass Setting     Sumsion in F  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
Celebrant:   ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SUMMARY OF THE LAW  (congregation can kneel or sit for prayer) 
Celebrant:  OUR Lord Jesus Christ said: Hear O Israel, The Lord our God is one Lord; and thou shalt 

love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it: 

                            Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets. 

People:   Lord, have mercy upon us, and write both these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech 
thee. 

Kyrie - Choir 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



COLLECT           
Celebrant:         O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten son to the  
                            Gentiles:  Mercifully grant, that we, who know thee now by faith, may be led onward 
                            through this earthly life, until we see the vision of thy heavenly glory; through the  
                            same thy Son Jesus Christ, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, one  
                            God, world without end.   
 People:              Amen. 
 
(Please be seated) 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 
Isaiah 60.1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,  
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 
Psalm 72.1-7, 10-14 (said responsively) 
Give the king thy judgements, O God, 
and thy righteousness unto the king’s son. 
 
Then shall he judge thy people according unto right, 
and thy poor with justice. 
 
The mountains also shall bring peace, 
and the little hills righteousness unto the people. 
 
He shall keep the simple folk by their right, 
save the children of the poor, and punish the wrong doer. 
 
He shall live as long as the sun, 
and while the moon endureth, from one generation to another. 
 
He shall come down like the rain upon the mown grass, 
even as the showers that water the earth. 
 



In his time shall righteousness flourish; 
yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the moon endureth. 
 
Let the kings of Tarshish and of the isles give presents, 
and the kings of Arabia and Seba bring gifts. 
 
Let all kings fall down before him, 
and all nations do him service. 
 
For he shall deliver the poor when he crieth; 
the needy also, and him that hath no helper. 
 
He shall have pity on the weak and the needy, 
and shall preserve the souls of the poor. 
 
He shall deliver their souls from falsehood and wrong; 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.                                                                      
as it was at the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
 
(Stand) 
GOSPEL           Matthew 2.1-12 
Reader:           The Lord be with you. 
People:           And with thy spirit. 
Reader:           The Holy Gospel is written in the 2nd chapter of the gospel according to Matthew 
                         beginning at the 1st verse. 
People:           Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for 
so it has been written by the prophet: 
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 



ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 

                            The Gospel of Christ. 
People:            Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
All: I BELIEVE in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible: 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 

before all worlds; God, of God; light, of light; very God, of very God; begotten, not 
made; being of one substance with the Father; through whom all things were made: 
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 
of the Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the 
dead: whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the Giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified, who spake by the prophets. And I believe one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Carol  159          Brightest and Best (vv 1,2,4) 
Brightest and best of the starts of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid: 
gem of the East, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Cold on the cradle the dewdrops are shining, 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 

 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 

 

HOMILY            Rev’d Canon Paul Walker 
 

 

ANTHEM         The Lamb                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      John Tavener 
  



PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
 During the Anthem the Celebrant prepared the elements for Communion. 

 

“Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
father in heaven.”   - Matthew 5.16 
   

INTERCESSIONS     (You may kneel or sit for prayer)  
Celebrant:    
In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, saying, “Lord, grant us peace.” 
 
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the angel, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and magi, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
We uphold all those in need this day because of illness, trouble, or distress…… 
For those who have died……. May they be received into the fullness of thy presence; 
For those who mourn; may they be comforted;  hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; 
hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 
 
Grant this, Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only mediator and advocate, to whom with thee and 
the Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Leader:   YE that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with 
                             your neighbours, and intend to lead the new life, following the commandments of 

God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: draw near with faith, and take this 
holy sacrament to your comfort; and make your humble confession to Almighty God. 

 



Celebrant:  ALMIGHTY God,  
All: Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all people: we 

acknowledge and confess our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to 
time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy 
divine majesty. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our 
misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please thee in newness of life, to the honour and glory of thy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 
him: have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and 

                             strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 

Leader:     Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to him: 
 Come unto me all that labour and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. - Matthew 

11:28 

 God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. - John 3:16. 

 Hear also what Saint Paul saith: 
 This is a true saying, and worthy of all to be received, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners. - 1 Timothy 1:15. 
 Hear also what Saint John saith. 
 If any one sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and 

he is the propitiation for our sins. - 1 St John 2:1, 2. 
 

THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 
(Singers stand) 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you; 
Singers:               And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts; 
Singers:                We lift them up unto the Lord.  
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God;  
Singers:               It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant:  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 

places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, Creator 
and Preserver of all things.  

                            Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who, in substance of our mortal flesh, manifested forth 
his glory, that he might bring us out of darkness into his own marvellous light. 

                            



                            Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with the whole company of heaven,  
                            we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee and saying:     
 
Singers                       Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, 
                 heaven and earth are full of thy glory.  
                 Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
                                            Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord,  
                                            Hosanna in the Highest.        
                                                    
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
Celebrant: BLESSING and glory and thanksgiving be unto thee Almighty God, our heavenly 

Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to take our 
nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who made 
there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, 
and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memorial of that his 
precious death, until his coming again. 

 Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we 
receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour 
Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood; who, in the same night that he was 
betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it; and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had given 
thanks, he give it to them, saying, Drink ye all, of this; for this is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins:  Do this, as oft 
as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 And we pray that by the power of thy Holy Spirit, all we who are partakers of this holy 
Communion may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, by whom and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

All: Amen. 
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you; 
All: And with thy Spirit. 
 

Singers                Agnus Dei 
 

 Prayer During Reception:  (for people participating online with spiritual communion) 
Jesus, I believe that you are present with us in the sacrament of bread and wine.  I love you and I  
desire your presence afresh in my life.  Since I cannot now receive the bread and wine of the altar,  
Come spiritually into my heart.  I embrace you and unite myself to you; never let me be separated  
from you. 

(Based on a prayer by St. Alphonsus Maria e’Liguori) 



PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 
Singers remain standing 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 OUR Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Blessing 
 

 

Postlude          French Noel “A Young Maiden”    Nicolas Lebegue 

 
If you have any questions about your registration at a Sunday Service,  

please contact Thomas Littlewood  
at reservations.stjohnselora@gmail.com 

 

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Nick Brown who died  
December 26, 2012 and in memory of Joan Cuming who died December 26, 2021.. 

. 
 

Contact Elaine Dightam if you would like to give flowers in memory of loved ones who have died,  
or in thanksgiving for an anniversary, birthday or event. 

You can contact Elaine at 519-843-5091 
 

Readers Christina Stelmacovich, Patrick Murray 
Flower Guild Dawn McClure 
Choir Kate Wright, Christina Stelmacovich, Quade Nielsen, Luke MacLean 
Video Technician Rod Murray 
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Announcements for January 2, 2022   
 
Pastoral Care 
If you know of someone in need of pastoral care, please contact a member of the clergy directly. 
 

Keeping in Touch 
Each week copies of the Order of Service and Sermon Text notes are mailed or hand delivered to a 
group of people who do not have access to a computer and may not be able to attend in-person services 
because of health restrictions.  If you know of someone who needs to be included on this list please 
contact Susan Edwards through the office at 519-846-5911. 

 
Church Calendars 
Canadian Church Calendars for $5.00 and Anglican Church Calendars for $10.00 are available.  Call the 
office (846-5911) if you would like us to get a 2022 calendar to you. 
 
Offering Envelopes 
The 2022 boxes of Offering Envelopes are available.  To pick you box up please call the office (846-5911) 
this week to make an appointment, or we will make arrangements for delivery.  Thank you for 
generously supporting the ministry of St. John’s. 
 
Modified Online Liturgies 
This significantly modified service of Holy Communion is live-streamed to the St. John’s Elora YouTube 
Channel.  We modified the service in compliance with diocesan guidelines (December 21) to minimize 
the amount of time that no more than ten people are together indoors. 
We trust that you are doing everything possible to reduce the amount of transmission of the COVID 
virus in our community and to keep yourself spiritually and physically healthy.  Thank you for your care 
for one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Elora 
 

St. John’s Elora is a Christian community within the Anglican tradition with a strong history of 
liturgical worship and choral music.  In a spirit of service, self-giving, and thanksgiving, we offer 
to the glory of God, ourselves, our souls and bodies, endeavouring to foster a faith in Jesus 
Christ and facilitate human flourishing.  We strive to be a thriving, spiritually nourishing, 
healthy, welcoming and missional community. 
Reaching out and reaching in, community engagement, and partnerships are all critical as we 
build on our past and present strengths.  Our ministry together depends on factors such as 
spiritual authenticity, intellectual integrity, respectful behaviour, the ability to listen attentively, 
and community hospitality.  We move towards the 2030s in a spirit of love with thanksgiving for 
what we have been given. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rector:   The Rev’d Canon Paul J. Walker  rector.stjohnselora@gmail.com 
Curate:   The Rev’d Judy Steers               curate.stjohnselora@gmail.com 
Director of Music: Dr. Patrick Murray   music.stjohnselora@gmail.com 
Organist:  Jurgen Petrenko  
Sexton and Caretaker:    Garry Cantlon                                      sexton.stjohnselora@gmail.com 
 

You can call any one of us at 519-846-5911. 
 

Church of St. John the Evangelist 
36 Henderson Street 

Elora, ON N0B 1S0 
 

Follow St. John’s Elora on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube 
 

stjohns@sentex.net 
 

www.stjohnselora.ca 

 

mailto:rector.stjohnselora@gmail.com
mailto:curate.stjohnselora@gmail.com
mailto:music.stjohnselora@gmail.com
mailto:sexton.stjohnselora@gmail.com
mailto:stjohns@sentex.net

